
Happy New Year and welcome to 
our first issue of 

“The Havenwood Times” ! 

We’ve been kicking around the idea of starti ng a
farm newsl etter for a couple of  years now and over 
Chri stmas we fi nall y got down to i t. We'd li ke to 
use this newsl etter to keep fol ks up to date on 
what’s happening here at the farm... upcoming cl in-
i cs, new f oals, horses f or sal e, as well as shari ng 
traini ng tips and i nformati on on new products that 
we’ve tried... i n fact, any i tems of interest rel ati ng 
to the wonderful  Rocky Mountain breed. 

For those of you who don’t know us,  Havenwood
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Farm s is the largest breeder of Rocky Mountain Horses in Ontari o (Canada). We 
have been breeding Rockies for over 12 years now and currently keep a herd of 
more than 50 horses, incl uding 3 double regi stered stal lions. For more inf ormation 
on our farm , pl ease cli ck here. If you are not f amil iar with the Rocky Mountai n 
horse, you can l earn more from our web-si te at www.havenwoodfarms.com.

We hope that you enjoy this newsl etter and fi nd it hel pful  (or at least interesting). If
you've received it, i t means that at some ti me in past coupl e of years we’ve 
exchanged emai ls. If you feel that thi s has been sent to you i n error and do not wish 
to receive any future copi es, please cli ck below to send a note to:

unsubscribe@havenwoodfarms.com and we’ll take you of f of our mai ling l ist. 

Happy Trai ls,

Havenwood Farms 

In this issue...

Horses For Sale

Colleen & Tom Wood riding 
Sparkle and Cappucino in warmer 

weather.

Below are a few of the more 
than 20 Rockies we currently 
have on offer.  To see them all 
visit our webs-ite at: 
www.havenwoodfarms.com



Havenwood in Print:
Tim, Cappucino, Sparkle and the rest of the gang

featured in Blaze Magazine & Canadian Horse Journal.

Back in the f all  we had a vi si t from writer Karen Briggs and equine 
photographer Shawn Ham ilton. The pair have partnered on many 
projects, i ncludi ng several magazi ne articl es and the popul ar series 
of chi ldren's books: 'Crazy for Horses', 'Sti l l  Crazy f or Horses' and 
'Crazy f or Ponies' (in which Karen profi les di fferent breeds, il lustrat-
ed wi th Shawn's superb photography). Shawn's photos, distri buted 
through her company “CLiX”, have appeared on the covers of  
dozens of  magazines worldwide

Karen and Shawn visi ted our f arm whil e researching an arti cle on 
gaited ridi ng for an upcoming i ssue of  the Canadian Horse Journal . 
As wel l as l ooking f or inf ormation, they were al so looki ng for sub-
jects to photograph to accompany the arti cle. Of course, we never 
have to be asked twice to show off our horses.

We saddled up 'Cappucino', Coll een's chocolate geldi ng, and just for contrast thought we should bring out 'Sparkle' 
as well . Sparkl e is a three year-old, si lver buckskin Rocky Mountai n mare who, at the ti me, had onl y been under 
saddl e for about si x weeks. She and C'ci no made f or a striki ng pair as they gaited si de-by-si de down the fiel d and 
Shawn cli cked away.

Not content with m erel y photographing us, though, Karen and Shawn wanted to experience the gaited ride for 
themsel ves. So, after we were through, they mounted up and took turns ridi ng; not just the trai l-seasoned geldi ng 
but the green-broke mare as well . Col leen coached and offered pointers f rom the ground and both horses di d us 
proud. C'cino, as always, was the perfect gentlem an. Sparkle behaved wonderfull y (“...this horse only has six 
weeks traini ng?”) and both of  our guests were able to feel  the si gnature rocki ng-chair ride of our mountain horses.

After we'd f ini shed ri ding we asked Shawn if she'd like to visit Ti m and the gi rls at 
the back of the hom e farm. Tim, of  course, i s our 12 year-old stall ion “Ti m's 
Choco”; a son of Clemon's Tim and a big, lum bering puppy-dog, who spends his 
sum mers in his own 100 acre domain with a dozen mares and their babi es. This 
herd has thi ngs just about a natural  as they can get and I thought Shawn might be 
interested in getti ng some pi ctures of them in this setting. Shawn enthusi asti call y 
agreed, so we piled i nto the truck and drove down to the back farm , where she spent 
more than an hour taking dozens of shots of the mares, the babi es and, of  course, 
Timm y.

A few weeks ago Shawn sent us an em ail  to let us know that one of her shots of  
Tim had been featured in Blaz e Ki ds magazi ne. That was pretty cool. But, even bet-
ter, they also chose thi s pi cture to use on the banner for thei r booth at thi s years Roy-
al  Winter Fair in Toronto, so we can say that Tim my reall y i s a “poster boy” for the 
Rockies!
We'd l ike to thank Shawn and Karen for hel ping to spread the word about our horses and gi ving us the opportunity 
to share them. Karen's articl e on gaited ri ding is currently sl ated to appear in the March/April  '05 issue of the Cana-
dian Horse Journal , but according to the publi sher that m ay be subject to change to a later issue (we'll  keep you 
posted). If  you're looki ng for a top notch photographer f or horses, Shawn's web-site is www.cl ixphoto.com.



Havenwood Sponsors Gai ted Cl inics
at CanAm Equine Show in St. Thomas

Havenwood Farms wil l be back at the Can-Am Equine 
Show i n St. Thomas (near London) again thi s March. Can-
Am has becom e the prem ier spri ng event and trade show 
for the horse industry in Ontario. This year we'll  be bri ng-
ing al ong, Jim  Bob, one of  our two year-old stud colts, to 
help us out with publ ic relations at the booth (he's really 
quite a charm er). We'l l be l ocated with the Gaited Horse 
Group of Ontario in booths W2-5. For more i nform ati on 
on Can-Am, a si te map of  the Western Fai rgrounds 
Agripl ex and schedul e of events, visi t their web-site at: 
www.can-am equine.com

As wel l as exhibiting with the Gaited Horse Group of 
Ontari o, Havenwood Farm s will  also be sponsori ng the f ol-
lowing cl ini cs on identif yi ng gait:

Clinic: Know Your Gaits 
(This was ori g i nal l y enti tl ed “Understanding and Identifying the 
Four-Beat Gait” but the folks at Can-Am changed i t... I guess we 
were just too long winded.)

Clinicians: Tom  & Coll een Wood 
Description: Usi ng video tape, slow motion digi tal  photog-
raphy and si mple ani mations, the instructors wil l explain 
and il lustrate the f our-beat gait, how i t rel ates to other inter-
medi ate gai ts, how to i denti fy variations i n gait and dis-
cuss some of the factors that can i nfl uence your horses abil-
ity to gait wel l. A questi on and answer session wil l f ollow 
the presentation.

Time/Location:
March 17, 18, 20 - 2:00PM, Meeti ng Rm . #2
March 17, 18, 20 - 3:30PM, Lecture Rm. #1

Colleen Wood and Judy Jones minding the 
booth with the G aited Horse Group of Ontario at 

last year's CanAm Show (March, 2004)



Unresolved Issues
Spend fi ve mi nutes li stening to any pop-psychol ogist, from Joyce Brothers to Dr. Phil , and the odds are that at 
some point you’l l hear the word “cl osure”. Every buddi ng Frasi er Crane worth h is salt wi ll  tel l you that, in deali ng 
wi th l ife’s events, i t i s necessary to acknowl edge an d tackl e the source of a problem before you can achieve clo-
sure and move on. Un resol ved i ssues are bad for your mental h ealth.

Not surprisingl y, thoug h, we all  have som e things that we’d sooner avoi d, deny and work around, rather th an 
admi t, confront and resolve. At the tim e, i t just seems easi er. In the long run thoug h, we know we’re ju st fooli ng 
ourselves. Unresol ved probl ems don’t go away and frequently com pound themselves the l onger we avoid them. 
And i t’s not just i n our personal  li ves ei ther. For m any, i t i s equal ly appl icable to th e way we deal with probl em 
behavi or i n our horses.

A whil e back my wife had a mare in  for trai ning whose owner, wh en she dropped her off, proceeded to rhym e off 
a lau ndry li st of th ings that we “couldn’t do” wi th her horse: “You can’t use fly spray on her, you’l l have to wi pe it 
on wi th a rag. You can ’t touch her ears, she won’t let you. You can’t hol d her hind f eet up for very long... you 
can’t... you can ’t... ” What thi s owner was reall y tel l i ng us was the l ist of al l the things that she had avoided deal-
ing with becau se it seemed easier for her to work around these probl ems than con front them . A month later she 
was amazed to watch her m are standing qui etl y in the cross ties whi le we sprayed fl y repell ent on h er, haul ed the 
headstall  up over her ears an d picked out her hin d feet wi th no f uss. “How did you g et her to do that?”, she asked . 
Well , l i ke al l trai ning, one step at a ti me... the fi rst step: acknowl edge the problem ; the secon d step: do something 
about it.

Th ere are dozens of behavi oral  and trai ning “i ssues” and the remedi es for each m ight vary depending on the 
horse’s di sposi ti on, or the trai ner’s, or the time and resources avai labl e, or m aybe the phases of the moon . But here 
are some suggestions that ought to appl y no matter what “un resol ved i ssue” you have to contend wi th.

Just do it...
Th e are l ots of reasons why owners migh t avoi d deal ing with problem  behavi or. Lack of  confidence i n thei r abi li ty 
to correct it. Fear of bei ng injured. Just plai n bei ng too ni ce (“aw, g ee, I can’t get m ad at him ...”). Often, I hear 
owners m aking excuses for their horse’s m isbehavior (“oh, i t’s not his fault...”). So, of course, i f the horse i sn’t 
real ly to blam e i t wouldn’t be fair to correct him , would i t? Reg ardl ess of the reason, though, until  you deci de to 
address th e probl em rather than avoid, deny or ex cuse i t, i t i sn’t li kel y to correct itsel f. So screw u p your courage, 
drop the excuses and, like the Ni ke sl ogan says, “Just do it.”

Never set yourself up to fail ...
Letting a horse win just once can someti mes wri te-off weeks of  progress, so it is essential , when correcting your 
horse’s behavior, that you win every round (at least i n the horse’s mi nd). Perhaps the best exam ple of thi s i s th e 
horse that avoi ds bei ng caught. On ce a horse has successfull y evaded capture a few times, it wil l be progressively 
harder to catch ever after. We’ve al l seen owners headin g back to the barn for a bucket of feed to en tice thei r way-
ward mount in to a halter after he’s deci ded that h e’d reall y rather stay i n the pasture today. Score Round #1 for the 
horse (and Round #2 isn’t l ikel y to be much f un). Wal king up to such a horse i n a 20 acre field swi nging a lead 
rope i s setti ng yourself  up to f ail . Bu t i f you’ve pl anned h is approach, confinement and hal tering i n such a manner 
that the horse is convinced that getting  caught is i nevi tabl e, th oughts of escape don’t even come i nto pl ay. Plan-



ning i s key, but so i s perseverance. Whether i t’s a runaway i n the f ield or misbehavior under saddl e, if  the horse 
does temporaril y take the upper hand, it i s im perative that you continue until  you have the si tuati on moving back in 
the di rection you want it to be. If  you can’t have a perfectly wi ll i ng horse (whi ch is the ultimate goal), you can at 
least have one who eventually knows that “resistance is f uti le”.

Always work in a controlled environment...
Worki ng in a controll ed environment doesn’t m ean that you never leave the arena or fenced paddock. It si mply 
means anticipati ng the horse’s reacti on and being prepared to control  it. To correct a horse that shies away from  
movem ent over i t’s head, for instance, you’re obvi ously not goi ng to drop the rei ns and begin wavi ng both arm s 
madl y. Whi le this would provide the necessary stim ulus to bring the reaction on, i t wouldn’t leave you in a very 
good posi tion to control it when i t occurred! But if you gather the reins and get contact, knowi ng that the horse is 
going to react, you can gently wave an arm to provoke the spook and be ready to pul l hi m up im mediately when he 
does. (Do this a f ew hundred more times and eventual ly the horse begins to anticipate the correction... he may stil l 
not l ike things waving over his head, but he’l l l earn that he’s not all owed to react to them). The key is to provoke a 
reaction, but never provoke more of  a reaction than you can control. The gai ns made correcting a hundred small  
spooks can be lost if you let one BIG one get away f rom you.

Don’t start something you can’t finish...
I’m not reall y a bi g fan of “round pen reasoning” as cure-al l for every training i ssue (I fi gure I can teach a horse 
more wi th my hands on hi m than when he’s circling m e 30 feet away). But I’ve found i t does have it’s place, parti c-
ularly wi th youngsters who haven’t had much handli ng. Over the years, I’ve di scovered that the eff ecti veness of  
thi s method depends l argely on the success of  the f irst session. And once I’ve begun a session, i f I qui t before the 
horse is responding properly, I m ight just as well never have started.

The same i s true, for almost every lesson we begin with our horses. If you quit before you’ve achieved the desi red 
response, all  you’ll  have done is wasted your ti me and confused your horse. But that’s no reason not to start. This 
is where a wel l def ined lesson plan is so i mportant. Decide what you i ntend to teach the horse and break it down 
into smal l component steps. Then take each of  those steps and break it down f urther. Continue this process until  it 
starts to get a littl e absurd (I’m  seri ous). Now, every one of those steps can become a stopping poi nt f or your les-
son, on two condi tions: 1) that you can bri ng the horse to that step and get hi m to repeat (and be rewarded f or) i t at 
least twi ce, and 2) that next time out you go at least one step further. Thi s way you have a fl exibl e plan that gives 
you a choice of  “fini shes” and no excuse not to “start”.

*** 
Last year I had a front ti re on my Dodge pick-up go bad. It wasn’t a big deal; a l ittle shimm y at around 55 mph and 
sl ight pul l to the ri ght. I kept dri ving on i t for most of the summer, not real ly noti cing that it was slowly getting 
worse. It wasn’t until  I fi nall y got it into the garage and had the ti res replaced that I reali zed how much I’d been 
compensating f or the pull. I was amazed at the di fference, how m uch easi er it was to dri ve, consi dering that I 
hadn’t real ly been aware that it was taking al l that extra eff ort.

Compensating for behavioral issues with your horse can be a bit l ike that. Avoidi ng certai n thi ngs, accepting mi sbe-
havior or maki ng excuses for i t... it all  becomes habi t. It’s not unti l you’ve corrected the probl em that you suddenly 
real ize just how much enjoyment i t’s taken f rom the ti me you spend wi th your horse. So take an honest inventory 
of your horse's behavi or. Anything you’ve been avoi ding? Excusi ng? Worki ng around? Perhaps it’s time you 
gained some “cl osure” on these unresolved i ssues.



When i t comes to bi ts, I could go on forever. Some peopl e coll ect 
shoes, I col lect bi ts. I thi nk it's fasci nati ng the way di fferent bi ts 
wil l work in di fferent ways on diff erent horses. The Rocky Moun-
tain Horse can be very parti cular about it's mouth. You f ind a bit 
that works well  on one, and the next horse you put i t on absolute-
l y hates it. When training f or gai t, the choice of bi t i s often deter-
mi ned by what we are trying to correct (head carri age, coll ecti on, 
etc.), and of course we’re usuall y worki ng wi th youngsters with a 
l ot of changes going on their m outh that can make them al l the 
more fussy. For these reasons, I need good sel ection of  tool s to 
choose from i n the tack room... and so, among other thi ngs, I col -
l ect bits. 

All  of the horses we start under saddl e here begi n wi th a ful l-
cheek snaffl e. We use this to teach them turning, stopping, and the rest of the basics. When we begin to work on 
perf ecti ng the gai t, increasi ng stride and col lection, we general ly change to a curb bit. Dependi ng on the horse and 
what’s requi red, we might use anything f rom a Kim berwick to a big, vulcanized rubber Pelham . 

Every so often, though, we get a horse that just needs something a li ttle di fferent. Whi le researchi ng, looking f or 
dif ferent ideas and concepts (...okay, shopping f or more bits), I came across the Myl er Bit System. 

Myler bits (di stributed by Toklat) are the invention of brothers Dale, Ron and Bob Myl er. They f eature a curved 
mouthpiece that enabl es the horse to have bar and tongue reli ef. This is said to m ake it easier for the horse to swal-
low and i t creates an even pressure across the mouth. The bits are well -engineered to gi ve pressure where i t is need-
ed and avoi d it where it’s not. Many f eature shanks which can l ift and swivel  independently on each si de, allowing 
the rider to more easi ly engage a singl e direct rein or i solate a shoul der, acting on one si de of the mouth onl y. 

The bits are availabl e in several ready made confi gurations of  direct acti on and shanked bi ts, or the purchaser can 
order the m outhpiece and side pi eces separatel y to create a custom bit. They al so off er dif ferent desi gns of hack-
amores and combi nati on bits, whi ch are a hybri d between a shanked bi t and a hackamore. Their selection of  ready 
made and custom  bits can be seen on the Tokl at websi te at www.toklat.com/m yl er. 

Myler categorizes their bits accordi ng to the horse’s level  of traini ng: from Level 1 bi ts f or earl y trai ning to Level  3 
for fini shed horses, movi ng to a progressively “sof ter” acti on as the horse progresses. The Myl er brothers have also 
publi shed book (“A Whole Bit Better”, publi shed by Tol kat Origi nals Inc.) which does a very good job expl aini ng 
how bits work in rel ati on to the horse’s mouth (and other parts) and the diff erences between the action of  their bit 
desi gn and others. It discusses the factors i nvolved in selecting a bi t and som e of the signs of  resi stance that an 
im properl y bi tted horse m ay show. The book also contai ns the whole catalogue of Myler bit designs with a descrip-
ti on of the acti on and uses of  each one. The copy we bought was l ess than $15 and is wel l worth i t for anyone wi sh-
ing to gain a better insi ght i nto the worki ngs of a bi t i n a horse’s mouth. 

Last sum mer I had a two year ol d gel ding that was quite tal l and lanky. Hi s gai t was sm ooth  and lon g-strided, but 
I was having to work very hard to keep h is head up and hi s back end engaged wi th just a snaf fle bi t. I didn 't th ink 
hi s owners, who are new to h orses of any ki nd, would be able to effecti vely get hi m to gait in a snaffl e. I tri ed hi m 
i n a Ki mberwi ck, an Arg enti ne and a Wonder Bit, with li mi ted success, but not th e ease I was looking for. I then 
worked hi m i n a triple-roll er m ull en-m outh bi t f rom Myler. Th e im provem ent was i mm ediate. He suddenly 
seemed happy wi th the bi t i n his mouth, his front end l ightened up and he swung in to an easy, natural  gait with  a 
ni ce head carri age. For thi s horse’s mouth, at hi s stage of  devel opment, I bel ieve the curved m outhpiece offered

Product Review:  Myler Bi ts
by Colleen Wood 



reli ef to the tongue and bars i n a way that all owed hi m to carry his head higher without havi ng to be “pul led” up 
and resi sti ng the bi t. Another horse mi ght have responded to a di fferent bi t, but I was glad to have thi s one in the 
toolbox at the time. 

I l i ke the concept of the Myl er Bits, but they can be two or three ti mes more expensi ve than most others. The ready 
m ade bits general ly range i n price from  $50 to $150 US ($70 to $200 CDN ...custom ones can be more). If you 
onl y need one bit f or a si ngle horse, the Myl er pri ce isn’t too big a drawback. But f or our purposes, replaci ng all  
the 20-odd bi ts we currentl y keep i n the arsenal with equival ent Myler bits could cost two or three thousand dol-
l ars. While I real ly like the desi gn, that’s a l ittle cost-prohibi tive. As time goes on though, there is no doubt that I’ll 
be adding more Mylers to my coll ecti on. 

I'm also great fan of the 'try before you buy' concept. I often beg and borrow di fferent bits from other ri ders to try 
them out before deciding whether purchase one. To this end, the Toklat website of fers a “rent-a-bit” program f rom 
select dealers. For a nom inal price you can take the bit home and try it on your horse to see how i t works. If you’re 
considering buying a Myler, inqui re whether you can rent it first, to be sure that i t’s going to work for your horse. 
The bottom l ine f or us:  for most purposes we can fi nd a $40 bit that does just fi ne. But if you thi nk your horse 
needs something di fferent, or are si mply will ing to spend the extra money for a better-engineered, wel l-bui lt bi t, 
then take a look at the Mylers. 

As a f inal  note, if  you’re havi ng bitting problems, don’t bl ame the bit until  you’ve had your horse’s mouth checked 
out by your vet or equi ne denti st. If you skimp on the dental  mai ntenance, you'll  frequently wi nd up wi th horse that 
tosses it's head, evades the bit, and wi ll never gait consi stently. 



Jim Bob and Cross Bo Are Turning Two! 
In the fal l of 2003 we sai d good-bye to one of  our stall i ons, Northern Drifter, and sent him  on his way to warmer 
cli mes with JLM Ranch in sunny Cali forni a. We had been breeding Drif ter to Tim’s daughters for four years at that 
point and had a new crop of beautif ul fi l l ies that we wanted to keep for brood stock . But since they were daughters 
of Dri fter and also granddaughters of Ti m, the time had come to bring al ong some new blood.

That year we headed south to Kentucky in search of Dri fter’s replacem ent. 
We knew the bloodl ines we were l ooking for. Our favouri te two stall ions 
from  the “sons of Tobe” are Cl emon’s Ti m and Sewell’s Sam. Si nce we 
already have a son of Tim, we set out to look for a colt wi th Sewell ’s Sam 
li neage.

Of  the second generati on stall i ons from Sam, there were (in our opi nion) 
none better than Carl Vivian’s Buddy Roe. Years earli er when we were 
first getti ng started i n the breed, we had vi sited wi th Carl  and Wanda and 
met Buddy in person. The word “awesome” i s grossly overused these days, 
but i n this case it appli es perf ectl y... Buddy Roe was awesom e. We sat and 
li stened as Carl, i n his qui et Kentucky drawl, told us hi s stories about Bud-
dy. The one that al ways springs to mind i s of how Buddy was trained haul 
logs down from the ridge behi nd thei r home.

Worki ng at the top of the ridge, Carl would hook Buddy up to a log and 
start hi m off  down the hill  toward the yard. Watchi ng from  the kitchen win-
dow, Wanda woul d periodi call y check to see i f he had arrived. On his 
own, Buddy woul d pull the logs down from ri dge and stand pati ently in the 

yard when he got there, waiti ng to be unhi tched. When Wanda spotted Buddy arrivi ng wi th his load, she would slip 
out and unhook hi m, tie the traces up over his back and send hi m back up the ridge to Carl. All  by hi msel f, thi s 
breedi ng stall i on woul d spend the day haul ing l ogs home from the ridge. If ever there was an exam ple of  the intell i-
gence, wil l ingness, trust and pl acid nature that we treasure i n the Rocky breed, Buddy Roe was it. It i s al so no 
sm all testament to Carl Vivi an’s skill  as a breeder and trainer.

When Buddy passed away, Carl  and Wanda received cards of sympathy 
from people all over the country who had m et and fal len i n love with their 
wonderful  stal l i on. Whil e looking f or col ts i n Kentucky we were thril led 
to f ind out that Carl  had a grandson of Buddy Roe (by Hammertim e) for 
sal e that year. Ham mertime i s the gorgeous, chocol ate son of Buddy that 
Carl kept to replace hi m after hi s death. And he is made i n his f ather’s 
im age.

We arrived at the Vivi an’s and spent som e ti me getting to know the littl e 
colt that Carl had christened “Ji m Bob”. (“Don’t spend much time on the 
names,” he explai ned, “people always change it after they buy ‘em any-
ways.”) After meeti ng the col t Carl  suggested that we should “take his 
daddy for ride” and brought Hammertim e from  his stall . Outsi de I mount-
ed up, expecting to run him up and down the lane, but Carl moved toward 
the gate leading to the mare’s fi eld.

“I’ll  open the gate and you can take him  down al ong that hollow,” he said, 
pointing to the far end of the paddock. “There’s a path i n there foll ows the 
cri ck bottom on down to the f ence.”



Looking at the fi eld f ull of  mares and sitti ng on a breedi ng stal l i on, fresh from hi s stall , I suggested another route. 
“That’s okay Carl, I can just ri de him here along the driveway.” Carl seemed to i gnore what I’d sai d and, wi thout 
changi ng his tone sim ply repeated: “I’ll  open the gate and you can take him  down al ong that hollow. There’s a path 
in there f ollows the cri ck bottom  on down to the fence.” I got the feel ing that if  we wanted to buy Ham mer’s colt, 
thi s ri de wasn’t optional .

Through the gate, down the fi eld, al ong the creek and back agai n. Past the mares in two directi ons and fi nall y stand-
ing am ongst them back at the gate, Ham mer never cast so much as sidel ong glance anywhere except where he was 
pointed. The mares could as wel l have been on another planet; under saddl e this horse was al l busi ness. Not to men-
ti on that he was a gaiting machi ne! Across the rough pasture and cli mbing the ridge Hamm er never broke stride or, 
as Carl  sai d, “That horse ain’t got no trot or pace in hi m.” This was Buddy Roe’s heir!

If  we’d had any doubts about purchasi ng Jim  Bob they were put to rest with that experience. We made arrange-
ments for shippi ng and a month later JB and Cross Bo arrived to joi n the herd here at Havenwood.

Which brings us to Cross Bo, who is pretty wel l-bred littl e guy i n his own ri ght. I hate to m ake him seem l ike an 
afterthought but, i n truth, he sort of was. We had already settl ed on JB when we spoke with Sandy McCart and 
found out that she also had a stud-quali ty colt for sale that fal l. Several years ago, Coll een spent some time worki ng 
with Sandy and has kept in touch. When we saw this colt at her f arm near Harrodsburg, Col leen and I both had the 
sam e reaction... “oh l ook, he’s got a chest!”. We had spent a lot of ti me during that week being shown colts so nar-
row through the front end that i t looked l ike both legs were coming out of the same hole! Being used to the broad-
chested off spri ng of Timm y, som e these babies l ooked positivel y anorexic to us. Both JB and Cross Bo had a ni ce 
span to thei r chest as babi es and are developing i nto deep chested adul ts.

Whil e we had real ly only intended to bri ng one colt back wi th us that year, when we saw Cross Bo it was pretty 
hard to leave hi m behi nd. It di dn’t take long f or us to convince ourselves that having three stall i ons mi ght be pretty 
good idea and woul d give us m ore fl exibi lity i n our breeding program and a wider range of bl oodli nes to of fer 
cli ents. Besides which, he was cute.

JB will  be turning two in Apri l and Cross Bo i n June. It looks l ike JB wil l be the tall er of  the two, he’s nearl y 14.2 
hands now. Cross Bo i s currently 14 hands tall  and wi ll l ikel y f inish around 14.3, whil e JB wi ll be 15 hands or a l it-
tl e better. We’ll be putti ng them under saddl e early thi s sum mer so, if they are certifi ed in time, we may do som e 
late breedi ngs with them and have their first babi es on off er next year. We have no doubt that they’ll both make 
spectacular daddies!


